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The U.S. military wants to build vehicles that can drive themselves through traffic, so it has issued 10 grants, 
each for $1 million, to design vehicles for the Urban Challenge in November 2007. 

Raytheon Missile Systems and the University of Arizona are part of Team Scorpion, one of 10 teams selected
from a field of 60. 

Also on the team are Tucson's Preferred Chassis 
Fabrication, Tucson Embedded Systems and iRobot 
of Burlington, Mass.

The UA engineers are led by professors Larry Head 
and Jerzy Rozenblit. 

Team members can program the vehicle to be
"smart" but won't be able to coach it remotely,
according to a UA news release.

The event will take place at an undisclosed location
in the Southwest and is meant to simulate urban 
traffic the robot might encounter in a war zone. 

Subscribe to the Tucson Citizen

Comments on this Story
4 Total Comments — See All Comments

1. Comment by paul c. (AZson) — October 4,2006 @ 9:50AM

Let me guess, U of A wants the down town developent to also help pay for this.

2. Comment by paul c. (AZson) — October 4,2006 @ 9:50AM

It will fail if they dont.

3. Comment by RUkdngME ?. (thumper) — October 4,2006 @ 12:06PM

Exactly WHY do we need robot cars??? This sounds like a really bad Sylvester Stalone movie.
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